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dhiduality, to exhibit a mind of this depth and singularity before the minds of readers so foreign to him in every sense, would be a vain pretension in us. With the best will, and after repeated trials, we have gained but a feeble notion of Novalis for ourselves: his Volumes come before us with every disadvantage; they are the posthumous works of a man cut off iii early life, while his opinions, far from being matured for the public eye, were still lying crude and disjointed before his own; for most part written down in the shape of detached aphorisms, ' none of them/ as he says himself, ' untrue or unimportant to his own mind,' but naturally requiring to be remodelled, expanded, compressed, as the matter cleared up more and more into logical unity; at best but fragments of a great scheme which he did not live to realise. If his Editors, Friediich Schlegel and Ludwig Tieck, declined commenting on these Writings, we may well be excused for declining to do so. 'It cannot be our purpose
* here,' says Tieck, < to recommend the following Works, or ' to judge them; probable as it must be that any judgment ' delivered at this stage of the matter would be a premature
* and unripe one: for a spirit of such originality must first be
* comprehended, his will understood, and his loving inten-
* tion felt and replied to; so that not till his ideas have ' taken root in other minds, and brought forth new ideas, 4 shall we see rightly, from the historical sequence, what
* place he himself occupied, and what relation to his country
* he truly bore.'
Meanwhile, Novalis is a figure of such importance in German Literature, that no student of it can pass him by without attention. If we must not attempt interpreting this Work for our readers, we are bound at least to point out its existence, and according to our best knowledge direct such of them as take an interest in the matter how to investigate
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